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Kathryn Z. Johnston      Reading Revelation Without Fear Psalm 97:1, 10-12 
May 29, 2022 Skipping the Bad Parts Revelation 22:12-14, 16-17, 20-21 
 
Psalm 97:1, 10-12 
The LORD is king! Let the earth rejoice; let the many coastlands be glad! 
The LORD loves those who hate evil; he guards the lives of his faithful; he rescues them from the 
hand of the wicked. 
Light dawns for the righteous, and joy for the upright in heart. 
Rejoice in the LORD, O you righteous, and give thanks to his holy name! 
 
If you’ve been around any mainline denomination for long, it’s very likely that you have 
experienced the Revised Common Lectionary. The RCL – as the cool kids call it – is a 3 year 
cycle of Scripture readings that follows the liturgical year’s festivals and seasons. In just 3 
years it attempts to cover 4 Gospels and even with every Sunday having at least 4 readings, 
there are still some parts of Scripture that get left out of the entire thing. 
 
Someone else did the math and over the 3 year cycle of the lectionary, only 62% of the Gospel 
of Matthew is included, 68% of Mark, 60% of Luke, and 68% of John. 
 
For the most part, we don’t even know what we’re missing. But every once in awhile the 
curators of the RCL – known as The Avengers! – just kidding. Every once in awhile The 
Consultation on Common Texts gets greedy and they want to include some things while 
ignoring other things that are right around it. 
 
Today’s second reading is an example of that. The assigned text is Revelation 22:12-14, 16-17, 
20-21. I’m going to read that part.  
 
Cathay is going to read the parts the lectionary left out. 
 
Revelation 22:12-21 
12“See, I am coming soon; my reward is with me, to repay according to everyone’s work. 13I am 
the Alpha and the Omega, the first and the last, the beginning and the end.” 14Blessed are those 
who wash their robes, so that they will have the right to the tree of life and may enter the city by 
the gates.  
 
15Outside are the dogs and sorcerers and fornicators and murderers and idolaters, and 
everyone who loves and practices falsehood.  
 
16“It is I, Jesus, who sent my angel to you with this testimony for the churches. I am the root and 
the descendant of David, the bright morning star.” 17The Spirit and the bride say, “Come.” And 
let everyone who hears say, “Come.” And let everyone who is thirsty come. Let anyone who 
wishes take the water of life as a gift.  
 
18I warn everyone who hears the words of the prophecy of this book: if anyone adds to them, 
God will add to that person the plagues described in this book; 19if anyone takes away from 
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the words of the book of this prophecy, God will take away that person’s share in the tree of 
life and in the holy city, which are described in this book. 
 
20The one who testifies to these things says, “Surely I am coming soon.” Amen. Come, Lord 
Jesus! 21The grace of the Lord Jesus be with all the saints. Amen. 
 
The stories of God for the people of God… thanks be to God. 
 
One can see why the esteemed Consultation on Common Texts would want to skip the bad 
parts; skip the hard parts. 
 
If you’ve been here for any of the other sermons on Revelation then you already know that 
John on Patmos was writing in extreme language in order to get an extreme response from the 
churches he sent this letter to. This is the pep talk of all pep talks bolstered by ye olde fire and 
brimstone. He had to convince followers that in the choice between showing any kind of 
allegiance to Rome and probably living versus following the teachings of Jesus according to 
John on Patmos and most likely dying – they should choose death. 
 
So, of course, he throws in some threats and some vitriol and some scare tactics. No worries, 
Disney says, “all dogs go to heaven,” so it’s okay.  
 
Those left outside the gates, the plagues, the threat of not being welcome in the tree of life in 
the holy city - the Revised Common Lectionary skips those parts. I get it. 
I wish we could always skip the bad parts; skip the hard parts. 
I know sometimes you do too. 
 
It’s a very human thing to want to skip the bad parts; it’s a very privileged thing – a very lucky 
thing – to be able to. 
 
Only two Sundays ago I made the choice not to name the victims of the grocery store violence 
in Buffalo. At the time, I told myself what I thought were good reasons. One of them was 
echoed in the communication those of us in the Mechanicsburg Area School District received 
from Superintendent, Dr. Leidy, earlier this week. He wrote, “The unbelievable frequency of 
these acts… leave me wondering when to share a note with you acknowledging the tragedy 
and when to forge ahead with an unspoken, collective heavy heart.” 
 
I admit to struggling with the same decision. 
 
Also… I want to skip the bad part; skip the hard part. 
 
Back to the lectionary for just a moment. Every 7th Sunday of Easter the Gospel lesson is from 
the same chapter of John. The setting is the last time that Jesus is gathered with his disciples. 
In Year A the verses are 1-11 where Jesus prays for himself, Year B it’s verses 6-19 where he 
prays for his disciples who are remaining in the world, and this year, Year C, it’s verses 20-26 – 
where Jesus specifically prayers for the believers yet to be. 
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Jesus prays: Righteous Father, the world does not know you, but I know you; and these know 
that you have sent me. I made your name known to them, and I will make it known, so that the 
love which you have loved me may be in them, and I in them (John 17:26). 
 
This prayer is offered by Jesus in between the time of betrayal and denial. Jesus is at prayer for 
us after watching Judas, a disciple he loved, leave the group to trade the life of Jesus for 
money. He is at prayer for us knowing that one he treasures will deny even knowing him. 
Jesus already knows the bad part has happened. He knows the hard part is yet to come.  
 
And yet he prays for us. And it is not a prayer of punishment and vengeance. It is not a prayer 
filled with instructions on what the community of faith is to do next. Rather, we overhear 
Jesus entrusting our future not to preachers, not to the church, not to the world, but only to 
God.  In our listening presence, Jesus is giving us back to the one from whom we came: As 
you, Father, are in me and I am in you, may they also be in us, so that the world may believe that 
you have sent me. 
 
Jesus is praying for us.  In this intimate moment, we overhear Jesus praying and affirming that 
our future does not depend on what we do or don’t do.  Our future is dependent wholly upon 
God and God’s activity in our midst and in our world.  The church’s future, the world’s future, 
our children’s future, our ministry’s future—none of it is dependent upon us.  All of it rests in 
God’s hands, not ours.  That is at the heart of Jesus’ prayer for us. 
 
In between betrayal and denial, Jesus prays for us.  You and me.  People we do not know.  The 
saints throughout the ages.  The humanity that will forever disappoint and even harm.  Christ 
prays for us.  According to John, Jesus spends his last moments of freedom on earth in prayer 
for us.  Not condemning us, but speaking up for us.   
 
So we will keep working at being the church.  We will keep moving forward into God’s future 
trusting that God is as good as Jesus says.  We will keep holding onto what is good knowing 
that our future does not lie in our hands, but in God’s hands.  That is our testimony to each 
other today.   
 
We cannot skip the bad parts. We cannot skip the hard parts.  
We can choose hope.  
We can hold onto what is good. 
 
When the world says fear, we say hope.   
When the world says despair, we say faith.   
When the world shouts hate, we pray for love.   
When the world prizes apathy and cynicism, we hold up trust and promise.   
 
 
When the world asks “Why do you bother to be the church today?  What is the point?”  
We respond, “Because Christ prays for us.” 
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Who is in a position to condemn us?  Only Christ.  And Christ was born for us.  Christ lived 
for us.  Christ died for us.  Christ rose for us.  Christ reigns in power for us.  Christ prays for 
us.   
 
And so we don’t skip the bad parts. We don’t skip the hard parts.  
Instead we make the choice for hope. 
We go out into the world in peace. 
We have courage. 
 
We hold onto what is good. 
 
In the name of the Creator and the Christ and the Holy Spirit. Amen. 


